Exaggerated response of thyrotropin to thyrotropin-releasing hormone in patients resected for Crohn's ileitis.
We have studied the response of thyrotropin to exogenous thyrotropin-releasing hormone in 13 patients who had previous intestinal resection for Crohn's disease, and in 42 healthy controls. An exaggerated and prolonged response curve was found in eight of the patients and one control (P less than 0.01), while baseline hormone levels were normal in all. These results may be related to the state of iodine deficiency known to develop in inflammatory bowel disease, but the pathophysiology requires further elucidation.